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woods. The Cheshire Cat appears to Alice and directs her toward the Hatter and March Hare before disappearing, leaving his grin behind. Alice finds the Hatter, March Hare, and a sleepy Dormouse in the middle of a tea party. The Hatter explains that it is always 6 p.m. (tea time) – the consequence of his having quarrelled with Time. Unable to answer the riddle "Why is a raven like a writing desk?", and considering the company rude, Alice walks off, declaring "It's the stupidest tea-party I ever was at in all my life!"

Noticing a door in a tree, Alice passes through and finds herself back in
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the room from the beginning of her journey. She takes the key and

opens the door to the garden, which turns out to be the croquet court of

the Queen of Hearts, whose guard consists of living playing cards.

Alice participates in a croquet game, in which hedgehogs are used as

balls, flamingos are used as mallets, and soldiers act as hoops. The

Queen is short-tempered, constantly ordering beheadings. When the

Cheshire Cat's lone head appears, the Queen orders its beheading, an

act which appears impossible in the absence of a body from which to

sever it. Alice prompts the Queen to release the Duchess, now in

prison.

Alice meets a Gryphon and a Mock Turtle, who dance to the Lobster

Quadrille while Alice recites (rather incorrectly) a poem. The Mock

Turtle sings "Beautiful Soup", during which the Gryphon drags Alice Alice trying to play croquet with away for a trial, in which the Knave of Hearts stands accused ofaFlamingo

stealing the Queen's tarts. The trial is conducted by the King of Hearts,

and the jury is composed of animals that Alice previously met. Alice gradually grows in size and confidence, allowing herself increasingly frequent remarks on the irrationality of the proceedings. The Queen eventually commands Alice's beheading, but Alice scoffs that her guard is only a pack of playing cards. The cards rise up into the air and come swarming down upon her.

Alice wakes from her dream to find her sister brushing leaves from her face. Alice tells her about her adventures, then runs in for her tea, leaving her sister on the bank to imagine all the curious happenings for herself.




Characters

The main characters in Alice's Adventures in Wonderland are the following:

Alice

The White Rabbit The Mouse

The Dodo

The Lory

The Eaglet

The Duck

Pat

Bill the Lizard

Puppy

The Caterpillar

The Duchess

The Cheshire Cat The Hatter

The March Hare The Dormouse

The Queen of Hearts The King of Hearts

The Knave of Hearts The Mock Turtle The Gryphon

Character allusions

In The Annotated Alice, Martin Gardner provides
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background information for the characters. The members

of the boating party that first heard Carroll's tale show up

in chapter 3 ("A Caucus-Race and a Long Tale"). Alice

Liddell is there, while Carroll is caricatured as the Dodo

(Lewis Carroll was a pen name for Charles Lutwidge

Dodgson; because he stuttered when he spoke, he

sometimes pronounced his last name as "Dodo

Dodgson"). The Duck refers to Robinson Duckworth,

and the Lory and Eaglet to Alice Liddell's sisters Lorina

and Edith.[27] Mad Tea Party. Theophilus Carter, an

eccentric furniture dealer from Oxford, has

Bill the Lizard may be a play on [28] the name of British been suggested as a model for The Hatter. Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli. One of Tenniel's

illustrations in Through the Looking-Glass—the 1871

sequel to Alice—depicts the character referred to as the "Man in White Paper" (whom Alice meets on a train) as a caricature of Disraeli, wearing a paper hat.[29] The illustrations of the Lion and the Unicorn (also in Looking-Glass) look like Tenniel's Punch illustrations of William Ewart Gladstone and Disraeli, although Gardner says there is "no proof" that they were intended to represent these politicians.[30]

Gardner has suggested that the Hatter is a reference to Theophilus Carter, an Oxford furniture dealer, and that Tenniel apparently drew the Hatter to resemble Carter, on a suggestion of Carroll's.[31] The Dormouse tells a story about three little sisters named Elsie, Lacie, and Tillie. These are the Liddell sisters: Elsie is L.C. (Lorina Charlotte); Tillie is Edith (her family nickname is Matilda); and Lacie is an anagram of Alice.[32]

The Mock Turtle speaks of a drawling-master, "an old conger eel", who came once a week to teach "Drawling, Stretching, and Fainting in Coils". This is a reference to the art critic John Ruskin, who came once a week to the Liddell house to teach the children to draw, sketch, and paint in oils.[33][34] The Mock Turtle sings "Turtle Soup", a parody of a song called "Star of the Evening, Beautiful Star", which the Liddells sang for Carroll.[35][36]




Poems and songs

Carroll wrote multiple poems and songs for Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, including:

"All in the golden afternoon..."—the prefatory verse to the book, an original poem by Carroll that recalls the rowing expedition on which he first told the story of Alice's adventures underground

"How Doth the Little Crocodile"—a parody of Isaac Watts's nursery rhyme, "Against Idleness and Mischief"[37]

"The Mouse's Tale"—an example of concrete poetry
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